
Teaching Text Rhetorically John R. Edlund

The Five Paragraph Essay Compared to the Roman Speech

5-Paragraph Essay Parts Insights from Roman Speech
Introduction Lead or Hook.

Thesis statement (Note: Does 
not have to be one sentence!)

Point 1.
Point 2.
Point 3.

(Note: There aren’t always 
three points or reasons.  You 
could have two, or four, 
whatever you need.)

Exordium: In a sense, this is Latin for 
“hook” in the sense of grabbing the 
audience’s attention and getting them on 
your side.

Narrativo: Tells the story of how things got 
this way and why it’s important now. 

Divisio: Sets out possible positions and 
identifies the one that the writer will 
support.  This is where the thesis is stated, 
but opposing viewpoints might also be 
identified.  It is a TheySay/I Say situation.

Note: All of these things could be done in 
one paragraph, but in many cases, the 
narrative part will be too long.  This might 
easily be two or three paragraphs, or more.
Note also that each section has a rhetorical
function, and that the thesis might end up in
the second or third paragraph.
  

Body 1 Topic Sentence about point 1.
Supporting details: facts, 
reasons, examples, 
arguments.

Confirmatio: Here the writer sets out the 
arguments in favor of the thesis.  In the 
traditional five-paragraph essay, all three 
body paragraphs generally do this.

Refutatio: In this section, the writer refutes 
the arguments of the opposition, going 
back to the alternative positions outlined in 
the divisio.  This is often neglected in the 
traditional five-paragraph essay.       
       
       

Body 2 Transitional phrase, topic 
sentence about point 2.
Supporting details: facts, 
reasons, examples, 
arguments.

Body 3 Transitional phrase, topic 
sentence about point 3.
Supporting details: facts, 
reasons, examples, 
arguments.

Conclusion Brief summary of information.

Restatement of thesis.

 Peroratio: This section engages the 
emotions of the audience, so this might be 
strong in pathos.  The writer also might 
offer a summary of the arguments so far 
and encourage the audience to be 
persuaded or take action.
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